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OUR COMEDIANS. 


MR. KEELEY. 

Who has not seen Keeley? Yet were 
any one asked in what Keeley most excelled. 
could it be easily answered? The best 
reply would seem to be: in those delinea- 
tions of human weakness, to wit cowardice 
encased in self-important strutting; 1 all 
parts where deadly fear is garmented in 
chivalric indignation and pomposity, Keely 
is inimitable. There is a remarkable 
stolidity about this actor, and an imper- 
turbed gravity bordering on obtusity. 
In the “Camp at Chobham,” he is unc- 
tuous in the extreme: the monotonous 
chuckle of satisfaction jerked out at the 
end of almost every sentence, heightens 
the general effect—especially, when with 
razor in hand, he premeditates the des- 
truction of that ancient enenty of his, who- 
ever and anon torments him with a shrill 
‘ cock-a-doodle-doo ! ’ 

As the Schoolmaster, in the first-rate, 
drama “Two Loves and a Life,” Mr. 
Keeley proves bimself a comedian of the 
legitimate class. ‘There is no un-necessary 
extravagance whatever; it is just such a 
schoolmaster as may be met with every- 
day. ‘The most ludicrous scene is where, 

(take whatever turn he may), Keeley finds 
himself confronted by certain gentlemen 
with marvellously belligerent instruments ; 
which aforesaid ‘articles of war’ so dis- 
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discomposes sober staidness; for boxes, pit 
and gallery shriek their wail (not of 
melancholy) but of laughter loud and 
long. 
Verily the shackles of relentless toil 
grow lighter as we conjure up to memory’s 
eye the rotund figure of our deservedly 
popular little Keeley ! 
MR. WRIGHT. 

Many will have it Wright's a buffoon ; 
and many almost idolizehim. ‘Those who 
vote hima buffoon insist upon it he’s no 
artist: whilst those who worship him 
assert he never fails to make them laugh. 
Is Mr. Wright a buffoon? Come my 
good friend-retrim your pen and empty 
your ink-horn of that cank’ring gall, an 
over-regard for criticism. Ifa buffoon, 
Wright must have been a very clever one 
to have drawn so many houses in his time 
to the Adelphi. Well, we'll grant he’s 
not a great artist, and that at times he is 
given to over-indulgence in the confiden- 
tial way: but, my good friend, don’t you 
perceive for all that, he’s an undoubted 
genius. A decided genius in his own pe- 
culiar line; for merry sporting and won- 
drous eccentricity, well worthy an audi- 
ence. ssentially a farce actor, and a 
most industrious servant of the public. 

We long to see him once again with 
that diminutive brother of his, Paul Bed- 
ford. Somehow or other, we cling to old 





compose the worthy pedagogue, the effect 





times, not being ungrateful enough to 
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forget the many times Wright drove 
away dull care. Come back my good 
friend and. re-build your nest among us. 
We cannot afford to lose you. 

MR. H. wIDDICOMB. 

Widdicomb’s ‘ Brother Bob’ is a near 
approach to Buckstone’s ‘Cousin Joe.’ 
The part where ‘Brother Bob’ recounts 
all the news of the village and winds up 
his exuberance of animal spirits with a 
dance of rare merit is beyond description 
capital, There is something very shy 
about Widdicomb ; you peer into his know- 
ing face and fee] a greater love for your 
brother—you look at Widdicomb and 
there seems something good in human na- 
ture, after all. 

Light of foot, Widdicomb’s dancing 
(however grotesque) is positively elegant. 
He's as agile, forsooth as a squirrel. 

Long may you cheer us Widdicomb ; 
and though not at the very top of the 
ladder, depend upon it we shall never let 
you slip to the bottom. We know your 
value better than that ; so go on and pros- 
per! 

MR. JAMES ROGERS. 

This gentleman, egad, seems half som- 
niferous. His make-up as the lecturer in 
“Lord Bateman,” is unexceptionable ; that 
‘gent,’ Albert Smith must wince at so per- 
fect a copy of his dear darling self, ey ? — 

Mr. Rogers with more ample scope for 
his abilities, and a little less solemnity of 
mien, as a second low comedian will al- 
ways prove amusing—put Solomon under 
@ bushel and who's to know his wisdom? 
He possesses great originality. 

MR. SIDNEY. 

Another aspirant tothe mantle of mirth 
provoking Momus has just turned up at 
the little ‘Strand,’ in the person of Mr. 
Sidney, fresh from the provinces we be- 
lieve, 

Young and possessed of considerable 
originality, careful in his make-up and 
characteristic in his action; capable of 
much facial expression, we hesitate not 
opining little Sidney will one day be great. 
Let him only endeavour to controul the 
startling shriek of his voice, and to culti- 
vate a more unassuming gait; and then 











may he expect to reap a rich harvest of 
success, whose ripe fruit meets not blight 
nor decay. 


METROPOLITAN THEATRES. 
ASTLEY’S. 

The note of preparation is loudly sound- 
ing at Astley’s amphitheatre, and if we 
may judge from the rehearsal of the new 
spectacle, a sight of which, we were fa- 
voured with, we predict the event of a 
peculiar and highly wrought spectacle. It 
is founded upon the events of 1814, where 
the rude and barbarous Cussacks of the Don 
over-ran France, and exercised their brutal 
tyranny upon the defenceless inhabitants, 
The gallant soldiers of the Imperial guard 
of Napoleon, stung to madness at the in- 
dignities offered to a particular city, rose 
en masse, and inflicted a terrible chastise- 
ment upon the Cossaeks. The general 
plot of this extraordinary piece is’ inter. 
wovenly scenic effects of the most interest- 
ing nature; while the introduction in a 
variety of scenes.s oapplicable to equestrian 
display, of the highly trained and beautiful 
animals, adds materially to the general 
effect. Mr. William Cooke, to whom the 
public is much indebted for a vast fund of 
qurdrupedial perfection, is striving to ex- 
cel all his former endeavours, and will, 
there is no doubt succeed in his attempt. 
A future number will contain a full des- 
cription of the above-named ‘ really tlirill- 
ing’ and surprising spectacle—one that 
in its bearing will have a strong tendency 
to exercise the mutual good-understanding 
which happily exists between England and 
France, 








ADELPHI. 

A new drama from the French and a- 
dapted to the English stage “by Mr. C. 
Selby, called the Marble Heart has been 
produced at this theatre, since our last 
impression. This is the plot: —A young 
sculptor of Paris, enthusiastically devoted 
to his art, “‘ dreams a dream,” in which he 
fancies he is the sculptor Phidias (Mr. 
Leigh Murray), who, having executed sta- 
tues of the three most beautiful courtesans 
of GreeceAspasia, Lais and Phyrne, be- 
comes, like Pygmalion, so enamoured of 
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his work that he refuses, although steeped 
in poverty, to part with them to Georgias 
(Mr, Paul Bedford), who had previously 
purchased them from the needy artist. 
Diogenes, the cynic phylosopher, who has 
been deprived of his tub, finds shelter in 
the house of Phidias, and, witnessing the 
contention between the sculptor and his 
patron, proposes that both shall state their 
case, and leave the statues to :lecide be- 
tween them. To this they consent, the 
sculptor offers them the priceless homage 
of his heart, the citizen promises them un- 
bounded wealth and splendour, and the 
marble-hearted beauties, turning from the 
poor artist, smile upon his rich rival, and 
leave true love to its despair. In the se- 
cond aet we find ourselves in the grounds 
of a petite maison, in the Forest of Fontain- 
bleau, the retreat of Madlle. Marco (Ma- 
dame Celeste) a most fascinating woman, 
the business of whose life is to spread her 
cunning toils for every man whose wealth 
may setve to supply her profuse extrava- 
gance. A marble-hearted woman, who 
plays off a devoted lover against a rich 
fool; and when her stratagem succeeds, 
and the wealthy suitor makes her an offer 
of his hand, she coolly dismisses her lover 
and drives him to despair and death. 
Raphael Duchalet (Mr. Leigh Murray) al- 
though he recognises in the features of 
Maidlle. Marco those of the statue of As- 
paris, in his dream, and is warned by his 

iend, Ferdinand Volage (Mr. B. Webster) 
to avoid the snares of the syren, suffers 
himself to be fascinated, and falls into 
those strong meshes from which neither 
reason nor a conviction of her perfidy af- 
terwards can extricate him. Abandoning 
his home, his occupation, his widowed mo- 
ther, and Marie, (Miss Woolgar) a virtu- 
ous girl, who loves him tenderly, for the 
sake of a marble-hearted selfish woman, 
he finds too soon that he has wrecked his 
happiness upon a pitiless shore. Thescene 
in which. Marco dismisses him, is most 
painfully exciting, and forms the real cli- 
max Of the play.. Mr. Leigh Murray pour- 
trayed the agonized feelings of the despair- 
ing lover with extraordinary dramatic 
power. Madame Celeste played the mar- 
ble hearted Marco, with that concentrated 
self-possession and coldness | that belongs 
tothe character. Mr. Webster was per- 
fectly at home in the character of a good- 
natured editor of a Parisian journal, who 








though professedly a satirist, is ever doing 
kind and generous acts. Miss Woolgar 
rendered the interesting part of marie, the 
orphan girl, with much feeling and touch- 
ing expression. Mr. Selby had an eccen- 
tric coxcomical part, and Mr. Paul Bedford 
a droll caricature of a modern Parisian 
butterfly, to which they did. full) justice. 
The piece, notwithstanding its unnecessary 
length, was warmly applauded at its con- 
clusion. 
HAYMARKET. 

Mr. Planche has written a five act Piey 
called the Knights. of the Round ; 
which Mr, Buckstone has produced with 
immense success, ‘The characters are all 
noyel and well.a to those who fill 
them. The dresses are superb, and; the 
scenery of the most chaste and beautiful, 
character we ever. remember to haye seen 
in a play. Everybody will go and see the 
Knights of the Round Table, and if any 
playgoer should omit, he will we are.sure 
have great reason to regret it. 


SADLER’S WELLS. 

Novelty is the order of the day here. 
Mr. G. Hodsen, an original delineator of 
Irish characters has been engagéd, and 
the inimitable Flexmore- and Madame 
Acriol for Ballet, in which they both ex- 
cel, and who have been most enthusiasti- 
cally received ; their engagements termi- 
nated on Friday, and we entreat ont play~ 
going readers to witness their matchless 
performances. 





AMATEUR THEATRICALS. 


MARYLEBONE INSTITUTION, 

A very successful performance of the 
dramatic class of the above Institution, 
took place on ‘Tuesday, May 23rd, before 
a large and fashionable easianes: / Tbe 
ramme was attractive, comprising 

I he Road to Ruin,” «Plot and Passi , 
and the ‘‘ Man with the Carpet Bag.’’. In 
the first piece Old Dornton was played by 
Mr!W, Alderton, with much pathos and 
judgement, Mr. Dickins, ably Lic goes 





him as) Harry, Mr. Brown would have 
Milford better had he been up in 

The morose Sulky was exeel- 
lently rendered by Mr. Tilfor. Mr. Big- 
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ginson enacted the fawning usurer Silky 
in a manner that did him much credit; 
Mr. T. Alderton likewise deserving com- 
mendation as Jacob. The character of 
the piece, Goldfinch, a remarkably difficult 
one to pourtray, we have never seen better 
—_ off the stage. Mr. Crispe who 
undertook the part, played with very great 
spirit, making every point tell and deliver- 
ing the rapid speeches in a fine rattling 


the character well observed. His voice 
is clear and all his pronunciation distinct, 
but his physice rather limited and in the 
more impassioned scenes a greater force is 
required than was brought into action upon 
this occasion. He has youth in his favour 
and with study and practice no doubt may 
become an oruament to the profession he 
in many sespects is qualified to fill, that of 
juvenile tragedy. the Iago of Mr. Bet- 





manner that secured him a large share of| terton was carefully rendered, the readings 


the applause with which the piece was 
greeted. In Plot and Passion, Mr. Hig- 
ginson attempted Robson’s celebrated part 
Desmarets, and passed through the ordeal 
successfully. Mr. Alderton as the schem- 
ing Fouché was clever. Mr. Crispe all that 
could be desired as De Nenville ; and Mr. 
Biss somewhat tame as De Cevennes. 
The Man with the Carpet Bag. which con- 
cluded the entertainment went off well, 
despite a few hitches, Mr. Dickins as 
Grabb, and Mr. Alderton as Wrangle, 
played well. Mr. Brown was creditable 
as Grimes. Mr. Biss tolerable as Pluck- 
well, and Mr. Higginson as Boots excellent. 
Mr. T. Alderton shewed ability asthe Land. 
lord, and Mr. Smith was sharp as the 
Waiter. 

The performers were called at the end of 


each piece and the audience left high] 
“ek. ity 


SOHO. 


Shakspeare’s Othello is an everlasting 
dish amongst amateurs; the play was per- 
formed at the above theatre on Wednes- 
day last, and had it not been for the names 
which the bills contained we should not 
have attended the performance, being 
weary of seeing the characters so indiffe- 
rently handled. Hewever on this oceasion 
we have no reason to regret our visit. Mr. 
Haywell, a pupil of Mr. Hoskins, enacted 
the noble Moor in a Manner very credita- 
ble to his instructor; we perceive much 
improvement in this gentleman since his 
performance.of Hamlet. He is more con- 
versant with the stage business and appears 
to have gained confidence in himself; the 
soliloquies were all delivered with good 
effect. and all the prominent portions of 











for the most part were correct, but after 
the first act there became a monotony in 
his manner, and there was a want of bold- 
ness and firmess to work upon the minds 
of the audience with effect. The part of 
Roderigo was successfully played by Mr. 


Sherry, who threw a gentlemanly air about 


the character, and alihough he made ita 


love sick silly gentleman, he did not make 
him a buffoon. 


Cassio was played by Mr. 
Vincent in a gentlemanly and easy manner 
and the drunken scene was managed much 
better than it is usually done, ‘The other 
male characters were respectably filled 

articularly that of Lodovico, by Mr, L. 
ema Miss J. Hammerton made a 
most interesting Desdemona. Her soft 

leasing voice and gentle ladylike demeanor 
added greatly to the interest of the cha- 
racter; in the various scenes with the 
moor there was a soft, loving, and virtuous 
affection, depicted with a truthfulness of 
reality. and when he chided her as to her 
chastity, her pathos was heart-rending 
and a breathless grief overcame her ut- 
terance, and she sank into an overwhelmed 
despair. It was a chast* and intellectual 
performance and when we hear it is only 
three or four times that this young lady 
has appeared upon the stage, it proves she 
has intellect of a superior order, to makeso 
deep an impression upon the audience who 
gave vent to their feelings and applauded 
her to the very echo. ‘The afterpiece was 
the drama. entitled AU that Glitters is not 
Gold, in which Mr. C. B. How supported 
the part of Stephen Plum, in a manner 
that proves, if he will only study, he has 
ability to play such characters with great 
effect. We never saw him to so much 


advantage; he lookedand acted the hearty 
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Country Weaver to perfection. Toby 
Twinkle was highly amusing, but we would 
advise Mr. Dale not to over-act, which 
he is apt todo. Martha Gibbs was in 
every respect what it ought to be, and 
Miss West showed rising talent in the re- 
presentation of the character. 


TOM THUMB’S PRIVATE THEATRE. 


We visited a performance on Wednes- 
day the 24th instant, at this compact 
little theatre, when was performed the 
Lady of Lyons, to a crowded audience. 
The character of Claude Me!lnotte was 
admirably sustained by Mr. W. V. Lane, 
who was well up in the part and drew 
down several rounds of applanse. ‘I'he 
Beauseant of Mr. Haggett was a careful 
piece of acting, and looked the rich villain 
to perfection. But we must not forget 
Mr. Sampson as Glavis, who kept the 
house in a continual roar. Mr. Gagan as 
Dumas, deserves much credit. Mr. Holmes 
looked the Bankrupt Merchant to the 
life. But the principal feature of the play 
was that of Pauline, which was admirably 
played by Miss Louisa Stuart, whose care- 
ful delineation drew tears frum an appre- 
ciating audience. ‘This lady is certainly 
rmouch improved since we last saw her in 
the above character. At the end of the 
fourth and fifth acts, Paulineand Melnotte 
were called for, a compliment of which 
they were well deserving. The Bath Road 
was the afterpiece which we did not stop 
to see. 





GORRESPONDENCE, 


Terms for Advertisements. 
Slee CRM oecctetticadeiscs ociandcnsecbbivccgech 1 6 
ete UID sc cctateesoccoscensegabasieiccnnnsiccten 20 
TW GTO IRS bncoscencescectsscdedaviachcccesnbeceis 26 
For every Lime @xtra .....cseceseeeserseeeenes 0 8 











Hotspur.—What isthe age of Madame Vestris? Our 
Journal is in its fifteenth year, and we bclieve we have 
this quesiion fifteen times ev year. We now 

answer it again,— Vestris was in the year 
1797, Jannar,y 28, conseqnently she is in her fifty-eighth 
year. 


E. B. R.—Mr, Phelps made his first appearance in 
London at the Haymarket August 28, 1887. ' 


A. B.—We consider the last entertainment, given at the 
Institution, Edward-street, Marylebone, to be the best since 
the celebrated Wooden was a member. 


J. J.—The story is old and not interesting. We are 
obliged. , 


W.H. C.—In our uext. 


A New SubsOriber.—Give your order for the back 
Numbers to apy of the Agents whose names are on the 
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WEDNESDAY, May 3st, 1854. 


DRAMATIC & LYRICAL POEMS. 
BY VICTOR. 


No nation has produced more various 
imaginative works, epic, dramatic aud 
lyric than England. 
The popular element is not to be found 
in writings that are of a very aspiring 
nature, unless a great human interest at- 
tach itself to them; and ,therefore epics 
are little known and less read. But there 
are few with any pretensions to literature, 
who havenot heard of aShakspere, a Burns, 
and a Moore. Shakspere is the most hu- 
man of human poets, even when his gi- 
gantic genius grapples with the vague 
shadows of another sphere, as in “ Ham- 
let,” “ Macbeth,” “ ‘lempest,” and “ Mid- 
summer Night's Dream,” humanity is not 
divinity encircles us. Nor do we think 
that the genius of a mortal can be better 
employed than in enlarging our benevo- 
lence, in exalting our hopes, or feeding 
charity for charity (according to scriptural 
authority) is above all things. Provided 
genius be true to man, what more can be 
required? Can it scale the heavens, and 
bring down eternity to time? Why, in the 
empyrian, even the eagle wing of a Milton 
will not sustain him. Satan and blind 
Sampson are greatly higher in conception 
than the prosaic God of Paradise Lost. 
Burns was not a Shakspere, nor indeed a 
Milton ; but he must be held the first of 
all purely lyrical poets. 

‘Lhe songs of the Scottish Bard may not 
be inspired with that mighty rush of im- 
agination which sweeps through nature 
and the universe; he did not dip his pen- 
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cil ‘in earthquake and eclipse,’ but there 
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is lightning passion, burning ardour and 
enthusiasm, melting pathos, and fervid 
tenderness in Burns. Far superior to 
Moore in nature and simplicity, if sur- 
passed by him in polish and elegance, we 
linger over those effusions of Scottish genius 
with a fondness and delight, which few 
other productions of any sort are capable 
of inspiring. ‘The problems of our being 
are not very profoundly touched upon it 
is time, but speculation and metaphysics, 
however deep, do not move the soul of a 
nation. 

The errors, the frailties, and the noble 
spirits of a great heart, find embodiment 
in those songs of Burns ; and sympathising 
with the man as most of us do, we find a 
captivation in his wild outbursts of emo- 
tion and passion which the calm and me- 
ditative genius of more moral poets has 
not been able to attain. Next to Shaks- 
pere probably Burns would exercise the 
largest influence over the mass of mankind, 
not because he was so great a genius as 
others who must rank above him (a 
Dante, a Horner, a Byron) but because 
he finds utterance for our daily feelings ; 
and the stream of his verse reflects green 
banks and flowers, and loving eyes, and 
smiles, and tears. 

To be Continued, 





PICKINCS FROM OUR LETTER BOX. 


THE HISTORY OF THE STAGE, 


By Monte Christo. 
CHAPTER THE ENGLISH DRAMA. 


In the first chapter of our little history, we 
gave a brief sketch of the Grecian drama, where 
we saw the crude attempts of Thespis, to bring 
before the Athenians pictures of passion. In our 
next we glanced at that of Rome, Spain too next 
occupied our attention, proverbial for its richness 
in dramatic literature, and now we have arrived 
at that of our native country, and we too can 
boast of as great poets as any other country. 
What other has any one worthy to be compared 
to Shakspeare or Milton, whose works have 
— and delighted a great part of civilized 

e. 

The first introduction of the drama into this 
country (as into most Christian ones, was by the 
clergy, in what are termed miracle plays) and the 
first mention made of them is by Fitzstephen a 
Monk, who iprforms us that the theatrical exhibi- 





tion of that time represented religious subjects 
only. He lived and wrote about the year 1181, 
and it is known that prior to 1119, the Miracle 
play of St. Katherine, was performed at Dunsta- 
ble. Bulleus informs us that it was brought 
out by Geoflrey, who was brought over from 
Normandy, and became Abbot of St. Albans. 
Warton conjectures the date of its first repre- 
sentation in the year 1110, or even earlier, how- 
ever, there can be no doubt that the first play ever 
performed in England, was that of St. Katherine, 
and that the actors were Geoffrey’s scholars. 
(To be continued) 





PROVINCIALS. 





MACCLESFIELD, — Theatre Royal— 'Thes- 
pian Amateurs.—On: Saturday evening last, 
« most brilliant audience assembled, for the 
purpose of witnessing the representation of that 
fine nautical drama, The Miuute Gun at Sea, 
in which the principal members of the com- 
pany took part, and by the great excellence and 
varied power of their acting, contributed to the 
perfect success with whichit was received by a 
numerous and enthusiastic audience. The 
interest of the piece was never allowed to flag, 
such was the enthusiasm manifested, coupled 
with the able and energetie delineation of each 
character by the company. 

After the conclusion of the first act, the ap- 
pearance of any of the principal characters was 
the signal for general applause, which was 
renewed again and again. It would be a 
serious omission to mention the mise en scene, 
which was complete in every point. ‘The prin- 
cipal scene of the piece (the main deck), was a 
very pretty and picturesque view, and one 
which the audience rapturously applauded, 
Thecostumes were neat, clean, and new, which 
gave almost a new colouring to the whole 
dramatis persone, The Tom Tough of Mr. 
Atkins was an extremely forcible piece of act- 
ing; he was the real embodiment of a. sailor, 
a true, frank, open-hearted, brave, and gene- 
rous British tar. 

Miss Lees’ Bachael. Lansdown. was more 
than perfect; it was the height of acting, 
which is to conceal the art of an actor; it was 
chastely and originally portrayed ; she com- 
pletely worked upon the feeling of the audi- 
ence up to a pitch of enthusiasm which would 
occasionally burst forth in repeated acclama- 
tions. 

Mr. Hibbert’s Miles Lansdown was cleverly 
impersonated, his conception was powerful and 
vigorous. He has made considerable improve- 
ment sirce his last representation of the same 
character. 

Lawrence Graham, by Mr. 8. Young, was 
also rendered in first-rate style of excellence. 

We were happy in witnessing the subordi- 











nate characters work cheerfully together,whicb, 
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in our opinion, conduced considerably to the 
success of the piece. Great credit is duc to all 
partiesengaged, A word of praise is also due 
to Mr. Charles Wood, for his ability in con- 
ducting the orchestra, and for introducing 
some very appropriate and splendid music. 
Mr. Boyle sung a favorite comic song, and was 
deservedly encored. 

That petite, little musical farce, entitled, 
The Loan of a Lover, concluded the entertain- 
ment, in which Mr. Whelan fully sustained 
his reputation of being a firsi-rate comedian, 
and warranted the previous eulogiums we have 
passed upon him. He, along with Miss Lees, 
sung and played in splendid style. 

At the conclusion of the farce. Messrs. Hib- 
bert, Young, and Miss Lees were deservedly 
and enthusiastically called before the curtain, 
to receive the acarty applause of the most en- 
lightened audience we ever remembered to have 
seen grace the walls of the Theatre Royal. We 
hope to have the pleasure in a short time of 
announcing another entertainment by the same 
company. 

DoncasTER.—The season at this theatre com- 
menced on Thursday last with The Siege of 
Stralsund, followed by the farce of The Spectre 
Bridegroom, and the ccmedietta of Perfection. 
On Friday, Zo Oblige Benson and Charles the 
Second were brought out, in which Mr. Addison 
and Miss ‘T'ernan appeared. There were very 
good attendances on each occasion. 


EpDINBURGH.—The Theatre Royal here closed 
on Monday last, for the summer season. Mr. 
J. L. Toole, the comedian, is an immense fa- 
vourite w'th the Edinburgh public. His benefit, 
which took place on Friday evening, drew the 
mostbrilliant and crowded audience of the season. 
Mr. Toole was enthusiastically received, and was 
re-called nine times before the curtain during the 
evening. Mr.'Toole is engaged for a two or three 
weeks’ star engagement in Dublin. 


BRIGHTON.--A grand morning concert came 
off at the Royal Pavilion on Wednesday last, at 
which Madlle. Bosio, Madame Maria; Signori 
Tamberlik, Susini, and Tagliafico sang. The 
concert was fully and fashionably attended. 
The Brighton Amateur Symphony Society gave 
their farewell concert of the season on Tuesday 
last, in. the Town Hall, The programme in- 
eluded the overture to Figaro, Beethoven’s sym- 
phony in C minor, and the overture Lc Domine 
Noir, all of which were exceedingly well ren- 
dered. 


OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX 


————eeeeeeaeeseee eee eee 


We read that Mr. Forrest, the American 
tragedian, has become a convert to spirit-rapping. 
How the theory will agree with his histronic re- 
quirements we are at a loss to understand. Will 


he expect the ghost in Hamlet to answer his rapt 
gaze by a rapping of the knuckles? or, supposing 
him to play Macbeth with his accustomed spirit, 
what line of conduct will he adopt in the supper 
scene, or rather, in his sittings in Banquo? 

Why is the town of Worksop like a tangled 
skein of silk ?—Because it’s in knots (Notts.) 

The celebrated R. W. Pett, the. original 
delineator of Nigger characters, in this coun- 
try, is engaged by Mr. Payne, the present 
manager of Sadler’s Wells, for twelve nights, 
the new piece he appears in is said to be amusing 
beyond any yet produced. This gentleman is 
undoubtedly the most original of any we have 
ever witnessed in such characters ; his anecdotes 
are allnew and given with gusto, quite novel. 
His singing admirable and his comic dancing 
perfeetly astounding. 


MADAME TussAup’s EXHIBITION.—Most 
of the principal groups in this exhibition have 
lately uudergone great improvement, to the ad- 
dition of new dresses, particulariy the figure 
which represents her Majesty Queen Victoria. 
This dress is composed of the finest manufactured 
English lace, splendidly embroidered with gold, 
the pattern being elegant and tasteful in the 
highest degree. _'The Empress of the French is 
represented in a dress composed of beautiful 
Mecklin lace, and others, too numerous to men- 
tion; the whole now consequently forms a bril- 
liant and imposing effect. 


Mr. InA ALDRIDGE, the African Roscius, is 
pursuing a most successful professional tour 
throughout the continental states; he concluded 
a profitable engagement at Frankfort-on-the 
Maine on the 21st inst., and was to proceed from 
thence to Heidelberg, Eanheim, Weisbaden, &c. 


THE City oF THE SvLTAN.—This is the 
attractive title of Mr. H. Phillips’s new enter- 
tainment, illustrated with new songs and scenery, 
to be produced on Monday, June 5th, at Bla- 
grove’s Concert Room, Mortimer-street, Cavend- 
ish-square. 

Mr. GEORGE TURPIN, box-bookkeeper of 
the Haymarket Teeatre, announces his annual 
benefit there on the 7th of June. Independently 
of Mr. Turpin’s claims upon the frequenters of 
this theatre as an obliging and attentive official 
of the establishrrent, he offers a bill of fare to 
his friends and patrons that cannot fail to attract. 


ROSHERVILLE GARDENS.—The admirers of 
rural loveliness, and the pleasure seekers of the 
metropolis, will be equally delighted with these 
beautiful gardens, which are now open to the 
public with numerous attractions. : 

There appears not the least probability of the 
Lyceum being opened till the usual season in 
October. 

We understand Mr.G. V. Brooke will play 
six nights at Drury Lane in October, prior to 





his engagements in America. 
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SHAKSPEARE. 


Shakspeare, thy genius, like a glass converged 
Ten thousand rays of glory to a ring: 

And, atits light, the waking soul emerged 
From darkness, as the lotus flower in Spring 

Floats on the surface of the fount, to kiss 
Each golden beam that promps her blossom- 

ing. 

Like that famed lamp the Arab youth made his, 
Thy rays transmute to gems the darkest thing. 

O, did thy bright, but erring pinion, miss 
Some loftier planet in its wan‘ering ! 

And wast thou doom’d, in putishment to bear 
Whate’er our terrene state or stars inflict, 
Like him who lost the crown which seraphs wear 

By violating Eden’s interdict. 





ADVERTISEMENTS. 


ADAME TUSSAUD'S. — COURT DRESSES. A 
5 magnificent selection of Ladies’ Court Dresses, a 
real treat to the admirers of costume are now added to 
MADAME TUSSAUD and SONS’ EXHIBITION, 
Bazaar, Baker Street, Portman a. “The Best ex- 
hibition in the metropolis,"--The Times.—Admission 1s. : 
Napoleon Rooms, 6d. Open, Summer Season, from 11 tili 
10. Winter—11to dusk; Evening, 7 till 10 at Night. 








nized DRAMATIC SCHOOL in the metropolis. INSTRUCTION 
given in Elocution and Action, Fencing, Stage Art, and 
every information connected with the Theatrical Profession. 
Terms may be obtained at the Office of the Theatre, which 
is open daily from 11 to 5, or in the Coffee Room, from 6 
to 12 o'clock, where may be seen casts of the various plays 
in preparation. 





C A BINET THE AT RE.—LIVERPOOL STREET, 
/ Krne’s Cross.—Ladies and Gentlemen desirous of 
engaging in Private Dramatic Performances, either for 
amusement or with a view of qualifying themselves to enter 
the Theatrical Profession are respectfully informed that 
this theatre is to be Let for Five Guineas for each perform- 
ance, (not exceeding seven acts,) including Two Stage Re- 
hearsals, Dresses, Band, and all other requisites, (but 
exclusive of printing); or a Five-act Play, or an afterpiece, 
can be purchased at the rate of Fifteen Shillings per act, 
‘besides printing); or characters can be taken inthe plays 
in preparation at very moderate rates. Casts of THE 
HUNCHBACK, WIFE, HONEYMOON, HENRY IV.,, 
HAMLET, THE RENT DAY,, &c. exhibited in the 
Saloon. An Elocution Class mee’s on Friday evenings at 
eight o'clock. Terms, 2s. 6d. per Quarter. A series of Dra- 
matic Readings will be commenced on Tuesday next. A 
performance of the “ Hunchback,” and “Time Tries All,” 
on Monday the 29th instant. Member's Subscription to 
the Establishment, (allowed out of the expense of his own 
night,) 6s. per Quarter, or 15s. annually. Further Particu- 
lars to be had at the Theatre, or of Mr. J. DRYDEN, 12, 
Baker Street, Portman Square. 





7 HE CITY Cheap and Expeditious Printing Office, 

at W. COLEMAN'S, 186, Upper Thames Street, City 
Near Seuthwark Bridge. Auctioneer’s Posting Bills, Particu- 
lars and Catalogues, &., on moderate terms and with des- 
patch. Hand-bills and Circulars, on the shortest notice. 
Tradesman’s Cards, Invoices, Checks and Headings. 
Pamphlets, &c. Printing forthe Trade, 

















— 


ONSTANTINOPLE with the Combined Fleets, is now 
OPEN AT BURFORD’S PANORAMA, Leicester 
Square, including Pera and Scrutari, with the Barracks 
occupied by the Guirds and other British troops, and the 
site of Gallipoli. Berlin is just opened, and the Bernese 
Alps are on view. Admission ls. each. Open from 10 till 
dusk. 





ASINO DE VENISE, 218, HIGH HOLBORN. Now 
C open for the Summer Season, Open every evening at 
half-past eight o’clock—the band commence playing at nine 
and continues, without quitting the orchestra, until twelve 
o’clock, the usual interval between the first and second 
parts of the programme being discontinued. These very 
popular and splendid rooms comprises the “largest” and 
“best Ball Room” in London. Splendid Subscription Room 
mest elegantly furnished. Extensive Galleries, with Cigar 
Divan, and Balconies attached. Superbly decorated Wine, 
Coffee, and Refreshment Rooms fitted up in a superior style. 
153 immense and costly Mirrors reflect the decorations at 
all points—while the whole, illuminated by 14 New Crystal 
Lustre Chandeliers, and Lamps p a ‘coup 
d’eil’ of unparelled splendour, luxury, elegance, and re- 
finement. Mr. W. M. Packer’s inimitable band will per- 
form nightly avaried selection ofthe most favourite music 
of the day, incYading the “ Vilikins’ ” “TIsola,’’ “ Bella,” 
“ Czarina,” and “ Corbeille D’aranges” Quadrilles. Tne 
‘*Mario.” ‘Le Carilloneurde Bruges,” ‘ Violante,” and 
“Stella” Waltzes. ‘‘ Our British Queen,” “‘ Floral Fete,’ 
“ Rochester” and * Dig, Dig, Di, .” Polkas. The “ Artil- 
lery” ‘Close of the Tan “Flying,” and Jack-a-Lan- 
tern " Galops, &c, Doors open at half-past Eight o'clock 
and close at Twelve. Admission ls. 








Rory SOHO THEATRE.—(Late Miss Kelly’s.)— 
. Licensed by the Lord Chamberlain.—Lessee. Mr. 
Mowbray-—Manager, Mr. W. Shirley.—This elegant thea- 
tre, magnificently decorated, complete in every department 
and capable of containing 800 persons, is now to be let apey 
for Dramatic Performances, Concerts, Lectures, 

Ladies and Gentlemen desirous of making the S' 


°— 


e their 


profession, will here find every facility for acquiring the 
necessary qualifications ; in short this establishment sup- 
plies a long looked for desideratum, and is the only recog- 





R. HOSKINS continues to give LESSONS in the Art 

of PUBLIC SPEAKING, and also in preparing 

Ladies and Gentlemen for the Dramatic Profession. Ap- 

cr to be made at his residence, 24, Myddleton-square 
eferences to Pupils. Terms Moderate. 





AMATEURS AND OTHERS.—THE MULTUM 

IN PARVO, 29, RatHBonge PLACE, OXFORD STREET 

The above elegant private theatre, having been entirely 

re-modeled, is now replete with convenience 

for the practice of the Dramatic » including Scenery, 
properties, dresses, &c., and may be hired by the 

otherwise, at extremely moderate terms, on a) m to 

Mr. JOUNAUX, pre ietor, 29, Rathbone Place, Oxford-st. 

N.B.—Drematic Classes are forming. Casts of the plays 

in preparation may be seen in the Green Room at any hour. 





SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


Three Months.. .. +++ »..+-+...One Shilling. 
Six Months ........... +0 00eees0 WO Shillings. 
Twelve Months ........«+++...Four Shillings. 


Published every Wednesday Afternoon at 4 o'clock by 
Viekers, 28, Holywell-street, Strand, fos the Proprietor, 
W. Bestow, 19, Upper Cummings Street, Pentonville 
where all commuuications are to be sent: and Sold by 
J. Allen, Warwick-lane; Harris, Blackfriar's-road; Gil- 
bert, Paternoster Row; Shaw and Wilson, 7, Bridges 
Street, Covent Garden; and all Booksellers and News- 
vendors. 

Manchester, James Daggett, 52, Great Ancoats and Mr. 
Lynch, Market Street; J. E. Forsyth, 24, Scotland Place, 
Liverpool. To be had, by order, in any of-the Provincial 
Towns. 





London: Printed by W. CoLemaNn. 186, Upper Thames 
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